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undoubtedly the-first effort towards a free and united
Netherlands, and was the basis of all the subsequent
federations and unions. It was a masterpiece of
diplomatic ingenuity and judicious compromise. But
nations are not made nor are they maintained by
ingenuity and compromise. It was in substance a
patriotic League between Catholic and Protestant states,
to expel the Spanish troops of the Spanish King whom
they acknowledged as their lord. But the Spanish
troops were still there, in possession of all the great
fortresses in the land. And the " Pacification " added
little to the military resources of the country. The "Paci-
fication " had studiously avoided the problem of religion.
But the problem of religion was there in its bitterest
form. Holland and Zee! and were saturated with Cal-
vinism, and could hardly be held back by the Prince
from exterminating the Catholic faith. The majority
in the other Provinces were Catholic, and could hardly
force themselves to act side by side with heretics.

The terrific persecution which had now persisted for
ten years had practically crushed out Protestantism in
most of the Southern Provinces. The ferocious bigotry
of the Calvinists and the atrocities committed by some
wild leaders on their side had created a deep and wide-
spread Catholic reaction. The orgies of the mutinous
soldiers had combined Catholic and Protestant, rich and
poor, in a common loathing for the foreigner. Of this
William took advantage in his masterly scheme of a
general league. But no man could know better on how
slender a basis it rested, and how little it could promise
a permanent settlement. Yet he wrote to John full of
hope and confidence, and he never grasped fully the